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Dr. James Hernandez is a lifelong community member of Edgewood ISD,
graduating from John F. Kennedy High School in 2010. After graduating high
school, Dr. Hernandez had the desire and opportunity to attend Our Lady of the
Lake University (OLLU), still staying in the community. While at OLLU, Dr.
Hernandez participated in the McNair Scholars Program, in which he completed
his original research project and subsequently shared his research throughout
Texas and the United States. In 2013, Dr. Hernandez graduated from Our Lady
of the Lake University with a B.A. in Psychology with a focus on research and
counseling.

After graduating from OLLU, Dr. Hernandez entered the workforce full-time.
After a year of full-time work, he pursued further education and attended the
University of Utah in Salt Lake City, Utah. While living in Utah, Dr. Hernandez
created a community of friends, professors, and colleagues in this new
landscape. He became the convocation speaker for the graduating class of 2017
for the School of Education, where he received his M.Ed. in Culture and Society.

Dr. Hernandez then decided to pursue a terminal degree in education. He
attended the University of Texas at San Antonio (UTSA), where he focused on
early childhood education and learning design and technology. While at UTSA,
he served as a graduate student senator in the Student Government Association
(SGA), advocating for increased graduate student travel funding. This endeavor
increased graduate student travel funding for all graduate students at UTSA. Dr.
Hernandez graduated from UTSA in May 2023 with his Ph.D. in Interdisciplinary
Learning and Teaching from UTSA.



Dr. Hernandez believes that access to quality education is one way to empower
our community to become more engaged in politics, get access to higher-
paying employment, and, most importantly, achieve a sense of purpose and
contentment. He is also the Las Palmas Neighborhood Association secretary
and co-chair for the Society for Information Technology and Teacher Education
(SITE), an international educational research organization. Dr. Hernandez is
thankful for being able to serve his community and is looking forward to
serving you as a Board Member of our Edgewood Independent School District
community.

Notable Accomplishments:
e 2023: School Board Finalist, HEB Education in Excellence Award
e 2022: Outstanding Student Paper Award, The Counseling Psychologist Journal
e 2022: Who’s Who at UTSA Award, The University of Texas at San Antonio
Professional Presentation Experience:
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Hernandez, J. & Alanis, I. (2022, April 11-15). Gaming in the classroom? A former sixth-grade
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